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‘Providing open and inclusive cycle rides for everyone’
1. The name of the Club is VELO CLUB BEVERLEY, and is open to persons of either sex. New members are always welcome and applications to join will be approved at any Committee Meeting or the Annual General Meeting. The objectives of the club are to provide an open and inclusive environment, where riders of all abilities are welcome. The Club will provide Club Rides, Social Events and over time develop competitions for the benefit of all cyclists.
a. Committee Meetings will be held quarterly and will consist of at least 2 Committee members plus the Secretary, the Chairman & the Treasurer.

2. The  Club Colours are Yellow & Royal Blue

3. The Club is managed by a committee consisting of the Secretary, Chairman, Treasurer and a Committee of 3. All positions are for a 12 month period from 1st January until 31st December. All positions on the Committee will be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

4. The annual subscription is £16 for members aged 18 to 60. Junior, Senior & Student membership is £10 per annum.
a. Subscriptions are due on the 1st January for that year. Any member failing to pay their subscription by the 28th February will be held to have resigned from the club. Applications for re-admission will be at the discretion of the Committee.
b. The Treasurer's annual financial statement shall be audited by two non-committee members, who shall be elected at the A.G.M. The Club's financial year shall be from the 1st January to 31st December inclusive.
5. Club Rides: 
a. At the start of each ride, riders must agree the route and pace of the group(s). Ultimately, riders must ride together within your chosen group(s).

b. It is accepted that the entire group(s) will ride together collectively at all times. The exception to this is ‘Village Sprints’, Hill Climbs and ‘Sprints to Beverley.’ However, following one of the above all riders should wait at a pre-determined point.

c. As a pre-requisite, there must be a minimum of two riders within a group at all times. A rider must never be left alone.   

6. Courtesy:

a. Front riders remain “the eyes” of the group and should, therefore, warn of:

Hazards ahead

Change of speed, severe gradient & direction

Potholes

Manhole covers

Parked vehicles

Approaching vehicles, pedestrians etc.
b. Warnings should be both verbal and by pointing / hand signals and given in plenty of time.

c. Any warnings or directions given by lead riders should be repeated by the following riders and passed down the group rider to rider or pair to pair.

d. After any interruption in the ride, e.g. road junctions, roundabouts, stopping for any reason, after a climb or descent, the lead riders should make sure all riders are back in the group before moving off at the agreed pace. It is OK to keep moving, and can be preferable to keep moving i.e. (if it’s cold), but slowly until everyone is back together. Don’t make dropped riders have a long chase to get back on, as this will make them even more tired.

Exceptions to this are: 
i. When riders are a long way down, then stopping is an option to consider.

ii. When the route involves negotiating roundabouts, road junctions, etc, then waiting may be necessary to ensure riders behind follow the correct route.
iii. If novice or not so fit riders are present, avoid letting them ride for long periods by themselves on hard sections of the route, i.e. long hills, or into head winds etc.
7. General Safety Points:
a. Try to ride as a close knit group.

b. Ride in line with the rider in front of you; do not overlap wheels.

c. Be aware of riders behind you; do not brake suddenly, swerve in\out of the riding line, stop pedalling to take a drink etc.

d. If riding ‘on the wheel’ of the rider in front be alert to their actions i.e. braking or change in direction and getting out of the saddle to climb or sprint.

e. Always look behind you/ under you when overtaking riders in front of you. If in doubt – give them a shout.
f. Communicate with other riders. If you notice gaps occurring because the pace at the front is too high, ask the riders at the front to ease off. Keep the group together.
g. Throughout the ride, change riders at the front frequently, stronger riders doing longer turns, not so strong riders undertaking shorter turns.

h. Rear riders should warn of any overtaking vehicles, or instruct the group to form single file to assist following traffic where necessary. (“Car Back”) or on single lane roads the lead rider should follow suit. (“Car Up”)

i. It is the responsibility of the riders at the rear to warn the group ahead if any riders are dropped, including themselves. The front riders are responsible to respond and slow down collectively, or with consent, split into different paced groups.

j. All riders must be courteous to other road users at all times, ride in accordance with the Highway Code and put their personal safety and the safety of other riders first foremost every time.

k. Under no circumstances should a club member use foul or abusive language or gesticulate towards another road user, whatever the situation or provocation may be.

8.    Club Rules to be agreed at the AGM. The Rules can only be altered at the AGM, or by arranging an Extraordinary General Meeting. All Rule amendments must be agreed by a majority of the members present.
